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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a polishing end 
point determining method and a device thereof which 
can flatten irregularities on a surface and determine a 
polishing end point at an arbitrary position after that. 
SOLUTION: In a method in which a polishing end point of 
polishing by which irregularities on a surface of an object 
to be polished is polished into a flat and mirror face is 
determined, friction force of a semiconductor wafer 3 
and a polishing cloth 2 during polishing is detected, the 
time when irregularities on the surface are polished into 
a flat condition is determined based on a difference 
between friction force generated when the irregularities 
are polished and friction force produced when the 
irregularities are removed and a flat face is polished, and 
the polishing end point is determined after a specified 
period of time elapses from the time. 
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